
Each month AEOP features some of our program participants. Read what these current and future STEM leaders have learned and what they are  
up to now. If you’re an AEOP alumni (student and mentors) and want to tell your story visit us here: www.usaeop.com/about/tell-us-your-story

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
  goAEOP  &      @USAEOP

December 2023

WHAT ARE THE BEST THINGS ABOUT 
THE PROGRAM?
Participating in this program encouraged me to continue my 

interest in the STEM field, and it also made me aware of the 

need for communications careers within STEM education, which 

inspired my career interests. The best things about the program 

I participated in were the people. During our symposium, I met 

some of the other students working under the same program, and 

we became friends on Instagram and had so many fun talks; we 

realized how many shared interests we had. 

HOW HAS PARTICIPATING IN AEOP 
INSPIRED YOU TO ADVANCE IN STEM?
I took part in an apprenticeship during the 2023 COVID-19 

lockdown. Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, 

the mentors and staff of UNC-Charlotte’s STEM Pre-College 

Program made the experience incredibly valuable. During this 

period, I studied biomedical applications of light-emitting diodes, 

conducted research, drafted a professional paper and delivered a 

presentation to active professionals in the field. This experience 

prepared me academically, professionally and socially, and I am 

forever thankful for this experience. I used the academic research 

methods and public speaking skills I learned throughout my high 

school year.

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE STEM ROLE 
MODEL? WHY?
Jane Goodall! When I was in third grade, I chose to do a project on 

her because of her dedication and connections to nature.

REBECCA  
High School Apprenticeship 
with UNC Charlotte - 2021 
I am currently a senior at Pine Lake Preparatory 
in North Carolina and intend to attend 
university.

ANY WORDS OF ADVICE 
FOR FUTURE AEOP 
PARTICIPANTS?
My words of advice for future AEOP 

participants are to communicate with 

their peers and mentors and to ask 

questions. Creating connections and 

asking those eager questions makes 

the learning process much easier and 

enjoyable; allow yourself to be curious and 

share that with others!
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