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WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED IN THIS FIELD?

MORGAN: School classrooms have always been the same
to me, no matter the subject. Science was the only subject
that felt unique when | was growing up. | loved learning new
things every day which is truly possible in this field.

DR. GARRISON: | explored several fields of microbiology until
| determined what excited me enough to go back to school
and earn my Ph.D. in virology. | love a good mystery, and
determining how viruses gain control of host cells, dodge the
host immune system and replicate and spread is a mystery
that | love to try and solve.

WHY DOES THE WORLD NEED SCIENTISTS?

MORGAN: We need scientists to answer questions about
the world around us. Scientists are the people that are
passionate about finding the answers to those questions.

DR. GARRISON: There is so much we still do not understand
about the world around us, and without a thorough
understanding of the sciences we cannot improve our lives
and protect our planet from the unintended consequences
of human activity.

WHAT IS YOUR ADUICE TO AN ASPIRING SCIENTIST?

MORGAN: It is important to try out many facets of science.
There might be some topic or field that you never knew
existed. You also have to be a hard worker and understand
that everything will not come easily.

DR.GARRISON: Virology, and science in general, is as much
about communicating your research effectively as it is about
the research itself. Along with gaining as much knowledge

of virology as you can by talking to other scientists in your
field and reading research papers, it is important to develop
the skills to explain your research to others who may not be
experts. In addition, there will be many people along the way
that can serve as mentors. Take the time to learn as much as
you can from these people.

Each month AEOP features some of our program participants. Read what these current and future STEM leaders have learned and what they are

up to now. If you’re an AEOP alumni [student and mentors] and want to tell your story visit us here: www.usaeop.com/about/tell-us-your-story
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