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AJIBUWA: This field gives me an opportunity to contribute to 
several different facets of science and technology.

NEEHA: I was always a bright student in my school when 
it came to academics, but in secondary school I really 
struggled in Mathematics. Ultimately, I opted to pursue 
chemistry as my major in my bachelor’s program. I worked 
in a bio-inspired advanced materials lab during my bachelor 
thesis and did a mini-project on a superhydrophobic coating 
material. That was the turning point in my life because 
that’s when I realized that I could make real materials out 
of nothing, which made me want to study further and work 
more in this field.

DUYGU: When I started studying science, I was amazed 
by physics and chemistry. Understanding the world in a 
scientific way, seeing things through a scientific lens, is 
fascinating. However, I also wanted to be in a practical field 
instead of in a purely theoretical one, so I decided to study 
engineering. I believe material science and engineering 
is a perfect mixture of theory and practice. If necessary, 
material engineers go to the subatomic levels to solve 
problems or way above to the macro-level to create a 
general picture of the problems.

SABRINA: I plan to focus my career on combating 
climate change effects by innovating renewable energy 
technologies. I am horrified to see how unstainable 
human population growth is causing the environment 
to rapidly deteriorate around us. This leads to effects 
including pollution, deforestation, water contamination, 
animal extinction and climate change. I chose to become 
a materials scientist because I want to have a broader, 
interdisciplinary knowledge to make a positive impact on the 
world by solving some of these issues.

AJIBUWA: The journey is not an easy one for a female 
especially from the part of the world I’m from. But my  
hard work, dedication and focus is a motivation to  
people around me.

NEEHA: Life is not easy. I have had a few ups and down in  
my life. But I have learned that you should never give up  
on your dreams and never allow your failures to demotivate 
you because failures are the pillars of success.

DUYGU: I was the first female who studied at a university 
in my entire family. I decided to study at a male dominated 
technical department in Turkey, despite the discouraging 
comments I received about my decision. In hindsight, I know 
I made a great decision. In the sciences, I have learned how 
to be independent and defend my opinions. I still enjoy being 
a scientist and learning more every day. Even the smallest 
contribution to science is exciting to me. My experiences 
helped me understand that no matter what other people 
say or think, pursuing ideas that we are passionate is the 
greatest achievement. 

WHAT SPARKED YOUR INTEREST TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS FIELD?

HOW DOES YOUR JOURNEY HELP OR INSPIRE OTHERS?
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SABRINA: Through my various internships during my undergraduate studies, I was blessed to be exposed to many fantastic 
doctoral students, post-docs, staff scientists and professors. My female mentors Dr. Gretchen Peters, Professor Kelsey 
Hatzell, Dr. Beth Tennyson and Professor Marina Leite showed me nothing but support and encouragement both inside the 
lab and in the classroom. Being a woman in a male dominated field can be quite intimidating, but having female mentors was 
very motivating for me. Before meeting these women, graduate school never was in the cards for me because I never felt like 
I was good enough. These inspiring women gave me the confidence I needed to eliminate doubt in myself and in my abilities, 
ultimately putting me on the path to graduate school.

AJIBUWA: The goal of being a top researcher drives my 
thirst for knowledge and has never been quenched. Being 
able to learn something new and being exposed to real life 
challenges in the field makes the journey more interesting 
and exciting. 

DUYGU: I am humbled by the amount of knowledge a person 
can gain over the course of their life. Knowledge in and 
of itself is in constant growth. Sometimes learning and 
understanding something is frustrating, but the eureka 
moment when everything makes sense is so satisfying. This 
motivates and pushes me forward when I feel demoralized. 
You have to get used to failure, no great scientific 
achievement has ever happened overnight.

DID YOU HAVE A MENTOR OR SOMEONE WHO HELPED INSPIRE YOU TO BECOME 
WHO YOU ARE TODAY?

WHAT DRIVES YOUR THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE AND IS IT EVER QUENCHED?

AJIBUWA: My advice is for the student to discover if that 
career path is their passion. They should follow the path and 
grab any opportunity to gain knowledge, so they’ll be able to 
achieve their goals and contribute to the field. 

NEEHA: To have patience and be optimistic. Doing science 
and research are not for weak hearts. It really tests your 
patience and sense of judgement. It often takes several tries 
to achieve one goal. So never give up and try to your best.

DUYGU: The most important advice I have is to enjoy what 
you do as a scientist regardless of the research area you are 
in. If you enjoy it, the hard work will never feel like a burden. 

SABRINA: Scientists are not afraid to challenge conventional 
methods; therefore, we need people who have big ideas and 
want to help solve some of the world’s most challenging and 
pressing problems. Don’t be discouraged! Do your research 
to figure which part of STEM you can make the biggest 
impact in. 

WHAT SAGE ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO A STUDENT, JUST BEGINNING  
TO CONSIDER A CAREER IN SCIENCE? 
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