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Each month AEOP features some of our program participants. Read what these current and future STEM leaders have learned and what they are  
up to now. If you’re an AEOP alumni (student and mentors) and want to tell your story visit us here: www.usaeop.com/about/tell-us-your-story

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
usaeop.com   goAEOP  &      @USAEOP

WORDS OF ADVICE
If you are thinking about enrolling 
into a program, do so. Also, when you 
enroll, if the activity is a competition, 
please manage your time wisely. I 
made the mistake of not doing so in  
a competition and had to learn the 
hard way. 

BEST THINGS ABOUT THE PROGRAM
In GEMS, I got to experience hands-on science that opened 
my mind to the possibilities of STEM. In JSS, I was able 
to get my creative juices flowing while also consistently 
problem-solving. Lastly, in eCYBERMISSION, I was able to 
participate with other students my age, while participating 
in a science fair, in which my school only allowed eighth 
graders to participate in the school science fair.

HOW PARTICIPATING IN AEOP  
INSPIRED YOU TO ADVANCE IN STEM
Participating in AEOP showed me how cool the STEM field 
could be. From programming a light sensor to change 
colors to researching dredging on the Conowingo Dam, 
I have learned about different professions and different 
fields of STEM.

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE  
STEM ROLE MODEL?
I admire Ada Lovelace. She was one of the first computer 
programmers and inspires me to also be a computer 
programmer.

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE HOPES  
AND DREAMS?
I hope to become a penetration tester. This is someone 
who is hired to hack into a company’s website to test the 
website’s security.

AMANDA
GEMS, JSS AND 
ECYBERMISSION. 
Currently in eighth-grade
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