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WHAT SAGE ADVICE WOULD
YOU GIUE TO A STUDENT JUST
BEGINNING TO CONSIDER A
CAREER In SCIENCE?

The advice | would give a student that is just
beginning to consider a career in STEM, or any
job really, would be for them to first find their
passion and then to find a career that allows
them to follow that passion. If they do that,
then it will seem like they never have to really
work a day in their life.
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WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED IN THIS FIELD?

| have always been a tinkerer and | have always wanted to be a teacher.
Engineering and Technology education has allowed me to do both at the
same time. As a teacher, | get to work with some great kids and at the
same time; watch them find their inner engineer.

WHAT IS THE MOST BENEFICIAL/INSPIRING PART OF
THE MENTOR RELATIONSHIP?

The most important part of the mentor relationship is making
connections with students in a non-evaluative setting. As a mentor,

I work closely with students as they work on a project that they are
passionate about because they want to and not because they have to.
As aresult, I really get to know the students on a more personal basis.

WHAT IS MOST REWARDING ABOUT YOUR JOB?

The most rewarding part about my job is working with such great
students and watching their confidence grow.

HOW HAUE YOU BENEFITED FROM PARTICIPATING IN
YOUR AEOP PROGRAM?

The biggest benefit | have received from participating as a mentor in
eCybermission has been watching my students get excited about what
they are learning and how they can apply that knowledge to real life
situations. When | hear them talk about the research they are doing
and what they are working on and the problem they are hoping to
solve, that is what make it all worth it.

CONSIDERING THE CURRENT SCIENCES, WHERE DO
YOU SEE THE FUTURE DIRECTION HEADED?

Science in the future will be so different from science today. | feel that
we are learning so much so quickly in regards to understanding the
world around us that we will need to look at things in a completely new
way in order to even begin to understand our world.

Each month AEQOP features some of our program participants. Read what these current and future STEM leaders have learned and what they are up

to now. If you’re an AEOP alumni [student and mentors) and want to tell your story visit us here: www.usaeop.com/about/tell-us-your-story/
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