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Each month AEOP features some of our program participants. Read what these current and future STEM leaders have learned and what they are up 
to now. If you’re an AEOP alumni (student and mentors) and want to tell your story visit us here: www.surveymonkey.com/r/AEOPAlumniSpotlight

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
www.usaeop.com   goAEOP  &      @USAEOP

BEST THINGS ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Participating in this program allowed me to observe and 
work like professional STEM researchers here at the 
University of the Virgin Islands. I was able to see a broader 
view of the type of work and research performed in the 
astronomy field.

HOW PARTICIPATING IN AEOP  
INSPIRED YOU TO ADVANCE IN STEM
It broadened my awareness of the different careers 
available with a STEM degree.

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE  
STEM ROLE MODEL?
My mentor Dr. Antonino Cucchiara who aided all interns in 
completing their projects as well as assisting with repairs 
in the Etelman Observatory.

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE HOPES  
AND DREAMS?
To graduate with a master’s degree in computer engineering.

FUN FACT
After completing the apprenticeship program, I have  
a newfound interest in astronomy.

WORDS OF ADVICE
The task might seem difficult or 
tedious at first, but it is actually  
fun and the result of your hard  
work is worth it. 

KAHEEM  
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM 
(URAP)ALUMNI

I’m a sophomore in URAP 
completing a project using  
python coding language.
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