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WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED IN THIS FIELD?

VICTORIA: Growing up in Rocket City where almost
everyone is an engineer, | had been exposed to STEM
through many organizations that hosted engineering
days and through the plethora of STEM clubs my schools
offered. GEMS introduced me to DoD careers which
pushed me to continue with SEAP and CQL.

DR. TAYLOR: My first foray into electronics was based
purely on my own clumsiness. Once as a child, | was
shocked when | touched the cover of my grandmother’s
VCR. Rather than recoiling in fear, | was completely
enthused and started to take it apart. It was my first
electrical autopsy!

WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE MENTOR RELATIONSHIP?

VICTORIA: Dedication - Dr. Taylor provided such arich
learning experience during SEAP and CQL. He really helped
me gain more technical and presenting experience. He

is still one of the first resources | go to whenever | need
career advice or have questions about my electrical
engineering courses.

DR. TAYLOR: I mostly enjoy watching the learning process
take shape within a student. It brings me great joy to see
a student accept the challenge of learning something
that they know little or nothing about and then produce
something of tangible value, whether it be an experiment,
publication or product.

ADUICE TO A STUDENT, JUST BEGINNING TO CONSIDER A CAREER IN SCIENCE?

VICTORIA: Science is made up of many disciplines, so
you will definitely find a field that interests you. Passion
for what you are learning helps you tackle the tough
challenges and supplies a purpose. After all, we are all
here to make a difference in the world.

DR. TAYLOR: My advice would be to remain consistent
and confident. Consistency application of your learned
skills will always give you the tools to solve a problem.
Confidence allows you to go back to the drawing board
when a solution fails. It’s science. There are always
failures. It’s part of the game.

Each month AEQOP features some of our program participants. Read what these current and future STEM leaders have learned and what they are up
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